Bui even in the standard pattern adopted by the Austral-
ian delegation it is not difficult to perceive a definite tend-
ency where the U.S.S.R. is concerned.
Only one year has elapsed since the end of the war,
hul already there are people, even in Allied states, who have
forgotten, or are beginning to forget, the role the Soviet
Union played in defeating the common enemy and in winning
the Allied victory; and they far too easily forget the sacrifices
the Soviet Union made for its liberty and independence and
for the sake of the common Allied cause.
Look what is going on before our eyes. The Soviet Union,
together with other Allied states, fixed the reparations to be
paid by Rumania, Hungary and Finland. These states are
already paying reparations for over a year, and to this day
there has been 110 misim-ders tan ding between the Soviet
Union and these states. In spite of this, the Australian del-
egation proposes that Rumania, Hungary and Finland cease
paying reparations to the Soviet Union, and that the entire
reparations question be referred to a commission of its own
conceiving, thus disrupting operating agreements.
The Council of Foreign Ministers has fixed the sum total
of reparations due from Italy to the Soviet Union at only
100 million dollars, payable in seven years. This decision was
adopted after a great deal of discussion, after a very care-
ful consideration "of the question. Nevertheless, the Austral-
ian delegation now comes forward and proposes that this
decision too be cancelled. At the same time we are told very
politely: "We don't say you shouldn't receive reparations, but
nor do we say you should receive them." Perhaps you ex-
pect us to be grateful for such an attitude to the Soviet
Union? But on what grounds?
And no reasons are offered, no facts, nothing worthy of
any attention. The Australian delegation simply decided that
it must display special energy in matters which concern the
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